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Senate Local Government Committee 



April 7, 2009

ATTN: Peter Detwiler, Consultant 

State Capitol Room 5046 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

FAX - 916-322-0298

RE:  OPPOSE SB 250, An act to add Section 30804.6 to the Food and Agricultural Code, relating to animal.   Oppose as amended April 2, 2009.

Dear Mr. Detwiler,

Please add Anatolian Shepherd Dogs International, Inc., to the opposition list for SB 250 in any form. We therefore ask to be included in the numerical individual OPPOSITION count for any Bill Analysis. We additionally ask that our OPPOSITION not be withdrawn except by our own written consent.  This bill mandates sterilization of most dogs and cats in California, creating new crimes and imposing new duties on local animal control agencies. This bill would impose a state-mandated, unfunded local program upon local governments; more personnel would need to be hired in order for them to be in compliance. Not only are license fees not intended to fund local shelters, but using them in this way has been proven in other areas of the country to drive many dog and cat owners into hiding in order to avoid increased fees, with the result that their pets are not vaccinated against rabies. With the current problems in the economy, the last thing we need coming from the state legislature is a bill like this.
A one time impound that results in mandatory neuter or spay with no guarantee of due process is neither fair, nor just.  There are some times when dogs escape through no fault of the owner; such as a medical emergency where the emergency medical team enters the house and the dog is not secured; a car accident where the dog escapes; or by malicious release, where a jealous or feuding neighbor purposely releases the animal.

While there are dog problems unique to various communities, there are few that are shared by all, and we do not need another “one size fits all” bill.  Education has worked best in getting the numbers of dogs euthanized in shelters to drop steadily over the past three decades.  ASDI, Inc. believes that local ordinances are sufficient to handle dog and cat problems, and shelters will be unable to find extra money to fund this type of unfunded mandate.  We respectfully request that SB 250 be withdrawn in its entirety.

Sincerely,

Jennifer A. Floyd, President, ASDI, Inc.

P.O. Box 3236, Cookeville, TN 38502  ASDI.Inc@gmail.com    www.anatoliandog.org
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